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City Commission 
May 20, 2019 

 
 

Mayor Tom Hogenson called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Jennifer Cochran, Jonathan Eppley and 
Lorraine James; Mayor Tom Hogenson; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
There were 15 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Approval of May 13, 2019 minutes will be June 3, 2019. 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a. Marihuana update - Eric D. Williams, City Attorney 
 
 Mr. Williams presented a sample ordinance from the City of Adrian where they amended 
their zoning code.  This has worked out very well for Adrian.  The Big Rapids Planning 
Commission just had a meeting where Mr. Williams urged them to take up the analysis of 
the zoning ordinance so that the City Commission could vote on whether or not they 
wanted to opt in on the medical marihuana.  If the City Commission     opts in and there 
is no zoning background on where to locate the businesses, the City will be caught 
unprepared.  The Planning Commission would also like to work on a zoning ordinance for 
recreational marihuana.  Ms. Priebe will be working on distance requirements, which 
when done, may not leave many sites available for recreational marihuana 
establishments.   
 
There will be a joint session of the Planning Commission and the City Commission on 
June 19, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.  The topic of both medical and recreational marihuana will be 
discussed at this meeting. At the meeting, it will be discussed as to where the various 
facilities can locate within the city.                
 
b.  Income tax update – Tom Paul, Income Tax Administrator 
 
In December 2017 the Big Rapids City Commission passed a resolution allowing the City 
to contract with Innovative Software Services, Inc. to assist with the processing of income 
tax returns and payments, in addition to assisting with the compliance process made 
available to the City using the State Extract. The last progress report was presented to 
the City Commission in October of 2018. The 2014 and 2015 State Extract data was 
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processed in early August of 2018 and the first ‘State Tape’ compliance letters were 
mailed in late August of 2018. 
 
Progress Report 
 
A great deal of time was spent revising the letters the Big Rapids Income Tax Office had 
been sending to taxpayers so that taxpayers could easily understand the reason for 
receiving a letter and know what steps to take in order to resolve the issue.  Mr. Paul went 
over several reports in detail.   
 
State Extract Compliance 
 
The State Extract is the single most useful tool in identifying non-compliant taxpayers and 
notifying them that actions need to be taken for them to be in compliance with the City 
Income Tax Ordinance. In the two years that Mr. Paul has worked as the Administrative 
Assistant for Income Tax and Assessing he has never been able to completely process 
a full year State Extract due to the complexity of the file, as well as the time investment 
required in cleaning the State Extract data, creating proposed assessments, and 
printing/mailing the proposed assessments to taxpayers. 
 

In August of 2018, Innovative mailed roughly 2,500 proposed assessments to 
taxpayers that filed a 2014 and/or 2015 State of Michigan tax return with an address that 
was in the City of Big Rapids. When a proposed assessment is created, the data provided 
by the State of Michigan is used to calculate total income, number of exemptions, and 
additions and/or subtractions to income. With this information the city can estimate what 
an individual’s City of Big Rapids tax liability would be if they had filed, in addition to 
calculating penalty and interest that has accrued. The first letters were mailed on August 
23, 2018, as of April 30, 2019 the City has collected $48,771.34.  

 
The revenue the City has been able to collect in the last eight months since mailing the 
State Tape letters is a great sign. Mr. Paul believes the City will increase its collections 
from the 2014 and 2015 State Extract if the city continues to work with Innovative and 
focuses on informing taxpayers of their responsibilities and the process for them to be in 
compliance with the City Income Tax Ordinance. 
  
Where the City is Headed 
 
 Once the refund deadline of June 15 has passed, Mr. Paul expects to spend much 
of his time in small claims court finishing up collections from the 2014 and 2015 State 
Extract. The 2016 State Extract has been received and letters are going to be sent out in 
mid-June. From that point on Mr. Paul intends on processing the most current State 
Extract available, as soon as possible, after all income tax refunds are issued in a timely 
manner. In addition to using the State Extract each year, Mr. Paul has been exploring 
options to cut the city’s costs while increasing the efficiency of the Income Tax Office. 
Some of these ideas include ACH withdraws and deposits for income tax payments and 
refunds, as well as allowing taxpayers to file City returns online. 
 

Commissioner James commented that she would like to have the reports cleaned 
up.  Mr. Paul will revise them and email the reports to Commissioner James.  
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Commissioner James also commented that when the City Commission approved 
resolution 17-171, dated December 4, 2017 the cost should have been capped.  The 
resolution states:   Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the City Commission hereby 
accepts the proposal of Innovative Software to provide income tax processing services in 
the estimated cost of $73,575.10, based on the volume of 2015 returns processed.  The 
estimated cost was $73,575.10 and Innovative Software went over by $5,000.  
Commissioner James wondered if anyone questioned the $5,000.  Mr. Gifford stated that 
staff is authorized to pay up to $7,500 for change orders without City Commission 
approval.    

 
Commissioner James asked Mr. Carpenter why it takes 17 days to cash a customer’s 
check?  Mr. Carpenter stated that the process was as follows: 

• Mail is opened 

• Mail is sorted by time and date 

• The paid returns are entered into the city’s tax software 

• Tax return is reconciled     

• Tax returns that have checks with them, the checks are deposited, and the returns 
are entered later. 

 
One of the issues may be how long it takes from the time customers mail the return, to 
the time Innovative receives the the return.  Sometimes it takes up to 7-10 days until 
Innovative receives the return.     
 
c.  Strategic Planning Update – Paula Priebe, Director of Neighborhood Services  
 
The City recently adopted the 2020 Strategic Plan and in the “Next Steps” section of the 
Plan it states that “the Commission should be updated each month regarding some 
element of the Strategic Plan.” Each month at the second meeting (pending an overly full 
agenda), the Commission will be updated in a Study Session on recent progress made 
toward achieving the One-Year Tasks outlined in the Strategic Plan.  
 
Progress Report for May 2019 
 

Staff have continued working to achieving the tasks outlined in the Strategic Plan. Some 
highlights are listed below: 

• Update to Bicycle and Pedestrian Plans in Fall 2019 by FSU 

Staff met with Professor Paul Long from FSU to discuss his Fall “Small Town Studio” 
class working on an update to the 2012 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. City Staff will meet 
with the class throughout the semester as students conduct an updated Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Inventory for the City and complete individual design projects around 
streetscaping and pedestrian challenges in and around the downtown area. 
 

• Airport Runway Extension Justification Study Update 
The Commission heard an updated on the Runway Extension Justification Study at the 
April 15th meeting from consultant firm Mead & Hunt. They are still in the data gathering 
stage of the process. 
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• Planning/Zoning Training Event 

The City hosted a planning and zoning training session in April. This event focused on 
how to manage risk when making planning and zoning decisions. The City Commission, 
Planning Commission, and Zoning Board of Appeals were all invited to attend, as well 
as board members from surrounding communities. In total, 36 people attended, 
including 8 from the City of Big Rapids. The intent is to annually host a similar training 
event. 
 

• Maintain/Expand Wi-Fi and Cameras in Parks 

Work has begun to get wi-fi and cameras on location at the Fitness Park, with planning 
to expand to the nearby dog park and soccer fields. Staff are working with electricians 
to ensure that removal of the call stations in Hemlock Park will not affect the cameras. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-64 
 
Commissioner Eppley moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION 
OF THE RAVEN AS PART OF THE BIG RAPIDS  

ALUMNI REUNION  
 

 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Alumni Association reunion committee will be 
partnering with the Raven to host the Big Rapids Alumni Reunion on N. Michigan Avenue 
in downtown Big Rapids on August 3, 2019 from 5:00 to 11:00 p.m., and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved this extension per Resolution No. 18-
155, dated December 3, 2018, and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon further review, Rex Schuberg, Project Chairperson, is 
requesting that the extension of the Raven patio across Michigan Avenue, be extended 
to the Pioneer Paper, and   
 
    WHEREAS, this would allow people to sit outside, away from the band, and still be 
allowed to have adult beverages, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the patio expansion would fall under the Liquor Control Commission’s 
authority and would require compliance by the Raven. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves the request to expand the Raven patio across N. Michigan Avenue to the 
Pioneer Paper as indicated in the attached drawing for the Big Rapids Alumni Reunion, 
subject to Liquor Control Commission approval. 
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Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:   None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
 
Commissioner James questioned if there was adequate parking for the clinic.  
Commissioner James stated that there are only 24 narrow parking spots.  Ms. Priebe 
commented that there are eight more parking spaces than the ordinance requires. The 
clinic will house a dentist, a medical doctor and a therapist.  There will be nine employees 
at one time.  The dentist will see one client an hour, the doctor will see 2 clients an hour 
and the therapist will see one client an hour.  There will be no walk-ins, clients will need 
to make an appointment.       
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-65 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PLANNING COMMISSION  
RECOMMENDATION FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR 

 730 WATER TOWER ROAD FOR USE AS A CLINIC 
 

 WHEREAS, Lionel Thomas is applying for a Conditional Use Permit for a change 
of use at 730 Water Tower Road, from an office use to a clinic, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on May 15, 2019 
whereby recommending to the City Commission approval of a Conditional Use Permit for 
a clinic located at 730 Water Tower Road. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 

the Planning Commission recommendation and grants approval of the Conditional Use 
Permit at 730 Water Tower Road for use as a clinic.    

 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:   None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
 
ORDINANCE NO. 738-05-19   

 
Commissioner Cochran moved, supported by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption 

of the following Ordinance:   
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLES 2 AND 3 OF THE 
 BIG RAPIDS ZONING ORDINANCE TO DEFINE AND PERMIT 

 NEW ECONOMY TYPE BUSINESSES 
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 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission considered amendments to the Big Rapids 
Zoning Ordinance to allow New Economy Type Businesses in several Zoning Districts, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on May 15, 
2019, on the text amendments that would permit New Economy Type Businesses in the 
C-1 and C-2 Commercial Districts and the Industrial Zoning District, and  
 
 WHEREAS, on May 15, 2019, the Planning Commission resolved by unanimous 
vote to recommend adoption of a text amendment to the Big Rapids Zoning Ordinance 
Definitions  that would add Arts and Crafts Studios, Catering Services, Indoor Recreation 
Areas, Microbreweries, Brewpubs, Craft Distilleries, Small Wineries and  Scientific, 
Engineering, and Medical Research and Development Laboratories as Principal Uses 
subject to the conditions of Article 3 District Regulations, and text changes to Sections 
3.9:2, 3.9:10, and 3.12:2 District Regulations.  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the City of Big Rapids ordains: 
 
Section 1.   The definitions of New Economy Type Businesses are added to Article 2 to 
  read as follows:  
 
2.2:80 Arts and Crafts Studios – A building used for the production, display, and sale 

of works of arts and crafts. Such an establishment must be open to the public, 
either by appointment and/or on a periodic open studio basis. Arts and Crafts 
Studios may engage in incidental sales of goods made on site. 

 
2.2:81 Catering Services – Facility for preparation and delivery of food and beverages 

for off-site consumption without provision for on-site pickup or consumption. 
 
2.2:82 Indoor Recreation Establishments – An establishment which provides indoor 

exercise and/or indoor court and field sports facilities, and which may include 
spectator seating in conjunction with the sports facilities such as skating rinks, 
swimming pools, indoor golf facilities, pool or billiard halls, and bowling alleys. 
Auditoriums and stadiums are not included. 

 
2.2:83 Licensed Alcohol Manufacturing Establishments – An establishment 

obtaining a Michigan alcohol manufacturing license such as brewer, brewpub, 
wine maker, and small distiller. 

 
2.2:84 Microbrewery – An establishment obtaining a Michigan micro brewer permit 

manufacturing up to 30,000 barrels of beer annually (including production in any 
out-of-state facilities). Micro Brewers may sell beer to licensed wholesalers and 
may not sell beer directly to licensed retailers. Micro Brewers may sell beer at 
their brewery to consumers for on & off-premise consumption without an 
additional license. A Micro Brewer may permit sampling of beer on the brewery 
premises. 

 
2.2:85 Brewpub – An establishment obtaining a Michigan brewpub permit 

manufacturing up to 5,000 barrels of beer annually. A Brewpub must also hold an 



7 
 

on premise license (Class C, Tavern, A-Hotel, B-Hotel, or Resort). A Brewpub 
must operate a full-service restaurant with at least 25% of gross sales from non-
alcoholic items. Brewpubs may not sell their beer to wholesalers or retailers. 
Brewpubs may sell their beer to consumers for on-premises consumption or 
take-out. 

 
2.2:86 Small Winery – An establishment obtaining a Michigan small wine maker permit 

manufacturing up to 50,000 gallons of wine per year (including production at all 
licensed winery facilities). Small Wine Makers may sell directly to wholesalers, to 
licensed retailers, or to consumers for off-premise consumption. Small Wine 
Makers may sell wine to consumers for on premise consumption from a 
restaurant on the winery premises. 

 
2.2:87 Small Distillery – An establishment obtaining a Michigan small distiller permit 

manufacturing up to 60,000 gallons of spirits and brandy (of all brands 
combined). Small Distillers may sell spirits to consumers at the manufacturing 
premises for on premise or off-premise consumption. Small Distillers may provide 
free samples to consumers on the manufacturing premises. Small Distillers may 
not sell directly to retailers but may sell spirit products to the Commission. 

 
2.2:88 Scientific, Engineering, and Medical Research and Development 

Laboratories – Establishments primarily engaged in the research, development, 
and controlled production of high-technology electronic, industrial, or scientific 
products or commodities for sale, but excludes uses that may be objectionable 
as determined by the Zoning Administrator, by reason of production of offensive 
odor, dust, noise, vibration, or storage of or risk associated with hazardous 
materials. Uses include biotechnology firms, metallurgy, optical, pharmaceutical 
and X-ray research, data processing, and non-toxic computer component 
manufacturers. 

 

Section 2  Article 3, Section 3.9:2 is amended to add the following text as permitted 
                      principal uses and structures in the C-1 District: 
 
3.9:2 (2)(d) and other similar establishments Indoor recreation establishments 
3.9:2 (2)(e) and other similar establishments 
 
Section 3 Article 3, Section 3.10:2 is amended to add the following text as permitted  
  principal uses and structures in the C-2 District:  
 
3.10:2 (2)(t) Other similar establishments Indoor recreation establishments 
3.10:2 (2)(u) Arts and crafts studios 
3.10:2 (2)(v) Licensed microbreweries, brewpubs, small distilleries, and small  
  wineries 
3.10:2 (2)(w) and other similar establishments 
3.10:2 (3)(h) and other similar establishments Catering services 
3.10:2 (3)(j) and other similar establishments  
 
Section 4 Article 3, Section 3.12:2 is amended to add the following text as permitted  
  principal uses in the Industrial District:  
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3.12:2 (8) Indoor recreation establishments 
3.12:2 (9) Arts and crafts studios 
3.12:2 (10) Catering services 
3.12:2 (11) Licensed alcohol manufacturing establishments 
3.12:2 (12) Scientific, engineering, and medical research and development  
  laboratories 
 
Section 4.  The ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication.  
 
Section 5.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019 
Published:  May 22, 2019 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  19-66 
 
Commissioner Eppley moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR 

TREE TRIMMING, REMOVAL AND STUMP REMOVAL SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, the City contracts for tree removal, trimming, brush chipping and stump 
removal for the care and maintenance of the City trees, and 
 
 WHEREAS, bids have been solicited for the necessary tree work with one bidder 
responding, and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff recommends the acceptance of the bid submitted by Wonsey Tree 
Service of Alma, MI as follows:  
 

Contractor 2020 Tree Removal Tree Trimming Stump Removal 

Wonsey Tree Service 
Alma, MI  

12"   $92.00  
24"   $245.00  
36"   $245.00  
48"   $500.00  
60"   $550.00 

Two-Person  
$99.00  
Three-Person 
$120.00 

12"  $32.00  
24"  $50.00  
36"  $74.00  
48"  $100.00  
60"  $120.00 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission accepts the bid 
of Wonsey Tree Service for a five-year agreement beginning July 1, 2019 and ending 
June 30, 2024 with a one 2-year extension. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the 
contract with Wonsey Tree Service and the City Manager is hereby authorized to sign 
said agreement. 
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        BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to Account No. 101-756-
801.000.    
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  19-67 
 
Commissioner Eppley moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR THE  
SCREW WET WELL IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 

 WHEREAS, The Wastewater Treatment Plant has been reserving funds to replace 
the screw pumps at the facility and the first phase of this project is to modify the screw 
pump wet well and influent piping to allow for isolation of each screw pump, and   

 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved Fleis & VandenBrink to design, bid 
and inspect during construction the wet well modifications per Resolution No. 19-25, 
dated May 7, 2018, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the screw wet well improvements, whereby 
four bids were received with Fleis & VandenBrink recommending that the bid of Harper 
Industrial Construction Inc., Sand Lake MI be accepted in the amount of $94,989. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Harper Industrial Construction Inc. for the screw wet well improvements and that the 
cost of $94,989 be expensed to Account Number 598-560-967.083.   

 

Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:   None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-68 

 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Cochran, the adoption of the 
following: 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING NEW GATE FEES AT THE  
CHARLES E. FAIRMAN SWIMMING POOL  

 
WHEREAS, at the joint meeting of the Park and Recreation and City Commission 

dated March 14, 2019, it was discussed how to generate interest in the Charles E. 
Fairman Community Pool, and     

 
WHEREAS, one suggestion was to address the $5.00 gate fee, and 
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WHEREAS, the pool charges all people entering the facility a $5 gate fee and this 
fee includes people that would not enter the pool at all during their visit, and 

 
 WHEREAS, it is recommended to charge a $5 gate fee and issue a wristband to 
all patrons that will be swimming.  Those patrons entering the pool for the late open swim 
time will only be charged a $2 gate fee if they have not paid the $5 gate fee earlier.  
 
   NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accepts the 
Park and Recreation recommendation to charge a $5 gate fee and issue a wristband to 
all patrons that will be swimming.  Those patrons entering the pool for the late open swim 
time will only be charged a $2 gate fee if they have not paid the $5 gate fee earlier.  

 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:   None    
 The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
 
ORDINANCE NO. 739-05-19 

 

Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following Ordinance: 
 

 ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WATER RATES TITLE V, 
SECTION 54.11 OF THE 

BIG RAPIDS CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission of the City of Big Rapids has determined that a rate 
adjustment is necessary to pay the increased costs of the water system, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to adopt this rate adjustment one year at a 
time, and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Big Rapids ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Title V, Section 54.11 is hereby amended to read: 
 
§ 54.11 WATER RATES.  
 
Effective July 1, 2019, the rates to charge monthly for water service shall consist of a 
base rate without regard to usage, and a commodity charge based on water usage. 
INSTITUTIONAL CUSTOMERS 
 

Meter Size 
(Inches) 

Base Rate Commodity Charge 

5/8 $10.00 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
¾ $19.57 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
1 $56.03 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 

1 ½ $117.05 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
2 $306.91 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
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 3 $544.60 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
4 $497.48 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
6 $1,086.32 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 

 
 
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS 
 

Meter Size 
(Inches) 

Base Rate Commodity Charge 

5/8 $5.00 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
¾ $9.78 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
1 $28.02 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 

1 ½ $58.53 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
2 $153.46 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
3 $272.30 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
4 $248.74 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
6 $543.16 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 

  
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
 

Meter Size 
(Inches) 

Base Rate Commodity Charge 

5/8 $5.00 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
¾ $5.00 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
1 $5.00 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 

 
 
Section 2:  Residential customers include single family residence and rentals of 4 living 
units or less. 
 
Section 3. This ordinance shall be effective upon publication. 
 
Section 4. The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019 
Published:  May 23, 2019 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 740-05-19  

 
Commissioner Cochran moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SEWER RATES, TITLE V, 
SECTION 54.12 OF THE BIG RAPIDS CODE OF ORDINANCES 
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WHEREAS, the Commission of the City of Big Rapids has determined that a rate 
increase is necessary to pay the increased costs at the wastewater plant, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to adopt this rate adjustment one year at a 
time, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Big Rapids ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Title V, Section 54.12, is hereby amended to read: 
 
Effective July 1, 2019, the rates to charge monthly for sewer service shall consist of a 
base rate without regard to usage and a commodity charge based on sewer usage. 
 
COMMERCIAL/ INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS, INSTITUTIONAL CUSTOMERS 
 
Meter size (inches)  Base Rate   Commodity Charge 
5/8    $7.57    $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
¾    $30.89   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
1    $48.98   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
1 ½    $104.01   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
2    $279.79   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
3    $480.17   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
4    $778.35   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
6    $1,351.47   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
 
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
 
Meter size (inches)  Base Rate   Commodity Charge 
5/8    $7.57    $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
¾    $7.57    $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
1    $7.57    $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
 
Section 2:  Residential customers include single family residence and rentals of 4 living 
units or less. 
 
Township customers: 
 

The sewer rates charged to customers in Big Rapids Township and Green 
Township shall be determined by the current User Charge Report. 

 
Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP): 
 

Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional users shall be charged an additional 
amount per 1,000 gallons of use for the Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP) as 
determined by the current User Charge Report. 
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Single customer facilities: 
 
 Sewer lift stations, facilities, or other services on the system which serve only one 
customer shall be individually charged the cost of that private service. 
 
Section 3. This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication. 
 
Section 4.  The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019 
Published: May 23, 2019  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-69 
 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AUDIT PROPOSAL  

 
WHEREAS, the City advertised for proposals for the audit of its financial 

statements for fiscal year ending June 30, 2019, with an option for up to five additional 
years subject to annual review by the City Treasurer, and 

 
WHEREAS, four proposals were received, with the audit firm of Vredeveld 

Haefner, being the lowest and best bid for fiscal year 2018/2019, and 
 
WHEREAS, staff is recommending that the bid of Vredeveld Haefner, in the 

amount of $25,500 (not including a single Audit) to complete the City audit for fiscal year 
2018/19 be accepted. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid for the City’s Fiscal Year 

2018/19 audit be awarded to Vredeveld Haefner in the amount of $25,500 for the audit of 
its financial statements, with an option for up to four additional years subject to annual 
review by the City Treasurer and acceptance by the City Commission. 

 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:   None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  19-70 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2018/2019 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- CITY HALL REPAIRS  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2018/2019 General Appropriations 

on June 4, 2018 per Resolution No. 18-78, and 
 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the following budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2018/2019 for the City 
Hall Repairs.   

 

GENERAL FUND       

Account Number Account Description 

Current 

Budget Change 

Amended 

Budget 

101-009-673.000 SALE OF LAND (REV) 0 46,400 46,400 

101-267-930.012 

OPERATIONAL REPAIRS-CITY 

HALL 0 46,400 46,400 

City Hall building repairs  

       

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the FY 
2018/2019 City of Big Rapids budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:   None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-71 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 554 –  
RIVERVIEW ELEMENTARY 

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has made the following: 
 
  Place a “No Parking from Here to Corner” sign on the north 
  side of Chestnut St, 90 feet west of Cherry St. 
 
  Paint the curb yellow from the sign to the intersection of Chestnut St.  
  and Willow Ave.  
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 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 
Control Order. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:   None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-72 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS  
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointments/recommendations: 
 
LIBRARY BOARD   
 
Jennifer Njenga appointed to a full-term ending May 2024. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
 Nays:   None    
 The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-73 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LISTING AGREEMENT 
WITH LAKE AND LODGE REALTY TO SELL  

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 906 N. STATE STREET 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to sell 906 N. State Street and a listing 
agreement with Lake & Lodge Realty has been proposed on terms acceptable to the City 
with a listing price of $350,000. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission approves the 
listing agreement with Lake & Lodge Realty to sell the real property located at 906 N. 
State Street and authorizes Mayor Thomas Hogenson or City Manager Mark Gifford to 
sign on behalf of the City of Big Rapids. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Cochran, Eppley, Hogenson, James      
Nays:   None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  May 20, 2019    
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UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner Cochran was pleased about how successful the Gus Macker and 
Run was this past weekend.  

 

• Commissioner Anderson reminded everyone about the Old Jail yard sale and plant 
sale on Saturday, May 25, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

• Mark Gifford reminded the Commission that there will be a joint Planning 
Commission and City Commission meeting on July 19, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

• Mr. Gifford also mentioned that the MEDC called to inform the City that they would 
like to fund the City’s Farmer’s Market/Ice Arena Pavilion but would like to do it as 
soon as possible.  Mr. Gifford will bring more information to the Commission when 
it becomes available.  The City match for this project is 10%.   

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Thomas Hogenson            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


